


Dear Mayor and Council Members,

As your cons�tuent, I urge you to support the Conven�on to Eliminate All 
Forms of Discrimina�on Against Women (CEDAW). This interna�onal
treaty, approved by the United Na�ons in 1979, provides a universal
defini�on of discrimina�on against women so that those who would
discriminate on the basis of sex could no longer claim that no clear
defini�on exists. It affirms that women’s rights are human rights – and
human rights are women’s rights.

Gender discrimina�on is present in our country, our community, and our city.

   1 in 3 women will experience physical or sexual violence in their life�me. 
   Nearly 5.3 million women are injured by in�mate partners every year. 
   25.5 million U.S. women have been vic�ms of rape or a�empted rape.
   U.S. women make 81.4¢ for every dollar a man makes. Women of color 
   earn even less.

CEDAW is important in advancing global women’s rights. It has brought
progress in expanding educa�onal opportuni�es for women and girls,
elimina�ng violence against women, improving marriage and family laws, and 
increasing women’s poli�cal par�cipa�on.

The �me has come for our city to ensure that women’s rights are human
rights. I urge you to join Ci�es for CEDAW and pass legisla�on 
establishing the principles of CEDAW in our city.

“Make the global local” today!

Sincerely,

(signature)                                                                   (email address)

World Without Genocide at Mitchell Hamline School of Law 
promotes educa�on and ac�on to protect innocent people, 
prevent genocide, prosecute perpetrators, and remember 
those affected by genocides.

Visit www.worldwithoutgenocide.org for more informa�on.http://worldwithoutgenocide.org/


