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A world without genocide- making it our legacy

Spring-Summer 2017

In Rwanda, in the early 1990s, there were terrible droughts.  
More than half of the people were living on only 1,500 calories 
a day, barely enough to stay alive. It was easy for an unstable 
and dangerous ruling elite to target a vulnerable minority for 
extermination by their fellow citizens. The rest of the story was 
a genocide of 800,000 people in a hundred days.

In winter 2006 Syria experienced the most crippling drought 
in its history. By 2009, crops had declined by more than half. A 
million people were food-insecure. Wells dried up and 
farmers lost 85 percent of their livestock. During the three-year 
drought, more than 1.5 million Syrians fled from their desolate 
farms into Aleppo, Damascus, Homs, and other overcrowded 
cities that had no extra resources to feed them.

The ruling Assad family didn’t create the drought, but 
dictatorship and resource mismanagement exacerbated the 
consequences. Facing poverty, hunger and water scarcity, 
resentments accumulated. Then came the “Arab Spring.”

The rest of the story is the humanitarian tragedy in the news 
every day: the worst refugee crisis since World War II; 
thousands of people drowning in their attempts to find safety 
in Europe; hundreds of thousands displaced, starving, dying, 
or dead.

The ongoing crisis in Darfur is the result of creeping 
desertification and severe droughts that led to food insecurity, 
famine, and competition for food and water. The rest of the 
Darfur story? At least 400,000 people have perished and 
millions are displaced, with no end in sight to the violence.

Climate change is linked to violence.

Trump signed an executive order on Tuesday, March 28, 2017 
that could spell the end of significant U.S. environmental policy.  
The order would “prioritize American jobs above addressing 
climate change,” according to the administration, gutting the 
Environmental Protection Agency’s Climate Action Plan to 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions and the Clean Power Plan, 
which regulates emissions from power plants. EPA Director 
Scott Pruitt, a sworn ‘unbeliever’ in climate change, oversees 
an agency that is being rolled back to its 2004 budget and with 
a loss of over 50 critical programs.

If the US steps down from its role in leading climate change, 
what are some potential consequences?

Experts say that the big question is to consider China’s future 
role. China is the world’s largest emitter of environmentally-
harmful substances. There is some hope that China will 
continue to fulfill the deal made under President Obama. But, 
caution these experts, if China seizes the opportunity to 
abandon the agreement, then the future could be terrifying.

Before taking office, Trump tweeted that climate change is 
a hoax created by the Chinese. Please contact your elected 
officials in Washington, D.C. Tell them that climate change 
is real, it is deadly, and it is here. Urge them to stand up 
to protect the planet today – and for tomorrow, and for 
the future.

Climate Change, Mass Atrocities, and U.S. Policy
by Ellen J. Kennedy, Ph.D., Executive Director



Page 2

I went to Sweden this year to celebrate the winter holiday. I 
could almost feel the brisk, icy air as I imagined a weekend 
spent ice skating and hiking in the snow. But as I stepped off 
the plane I was greeted by bare earth. There was almost no 
snow in Gothenburg, Sweden this winter. 

After my snow-less holiday, I reflected on changes that await 
us in 2017, a year that will be shaped more than ever by a 
changing climate. 

The effects of climate change are a reality. 
• Increased natural disasters have displaced approximately 

one person every second since 2009, 22.5 million people 
forced from their homes by climate-related events. 

• Extreme heat waves, droughts, floods, and other       
consequences of radical climate shifts have led to crop 
failures and starvation. 

• Extreme heat has lowered people’s work productivity 
and capacity. 

• Air pollution causes an estimated 4.3 million            
deaths annually.  

• An additional 108,000 children under age 15 will die 
from malaria and diarrhea that spread because of        
climate change.  

• Globally, 400,000 premature deaths have been              
attributed to the effects of climate change, and 250,000 
more are expected annually from 2030 to 2050. 

• By the end of this decade, 75 million people in Africa 
alone will suffer increased water stress. 

• Ultimately, climate change contributes to global            
insecurity and violent conflict. 

In November, I joined UN agencies, government 
representatives, and NGO leaders in Morocco for the 22nd 
UN climate meeting. I spent long days listening to diplomats, 
academics, and experts urging meaningful action - to pursue 
more robust research, implement successful programs, and 
promote effective polices. 

Stand Up for Climate Justice
by Christie Nicoson, World Without Genocide Associate

But it wasn’t Secretary Kerry, the UNFCCC President, or 
other high-profile speakers whose words rang the loudest. 
Everyday activists struggling for climate justice and human 
rights gave the meetings life. Young people from the Pacific 
are educating their peers to be effective advocates for 
equitable climate action. Indigenous women leaders from 
Ecuador are taking on big oil companies to protect their 
land and indigenous rights. A Māori doctor from New 
Zealand uses indigenous medicine and promotes climate 
action to improve equity and health. Women activists from 
the US and Canada advocate for water rights. Women in 
the Democratic Republic of the Congo use holistic 
management for soil restoration. 

These people are upstanders. They did not come to COP22 
because they changed the world; they earned their seats 
at the table through small but strong steps at home that 
began to ripple and inspire others to ensure justice for all 
people, especially the most vulnerable. 

Storms, droughts, and other effects of climate change are 
here, but their worst consequences are not inevitable. We 
cannot wait until climate change starts the next war or 
displaces another million people. We cannot wait until our 
children are dying and our water is gone. Join the global 
community demanding climate justice. Make this the year 
you confront climate change in how you spend, consume, 
act, and vote. Demand change of your leaders, your 
community, and yourself. Become an upstander for 
climate justice.

Christie is a Rotary Peace Fellow at  Uppsala University, Sweden and
a former intern at the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights.
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learn more about World Without Genocide
Join our email list-serv at www.worldwithoutgenocide.org and follow us:

Please join us in Minnesota for talks and exhibits on important human rights issues.  Each program also offers 
the opportunity to become involved in advocacy issues at local, state, and national levels. For those 
not in Minnesota, all advocacy materials are available online at worldwithoutgenocide.org/advocacy 
We invite you to contact us to support work in your region, at your organization, or in your faith community.

Programs, Spring-Summer 2017

May 12, noon-2:00 pm
Talk, Standing Up to Tyranny: French Resistance During the 
Holocaust and its Message for Today
St. Paul City Hall, Room 40, Lower Level
15 West Kellogg Boulevard, St. Paul, MN 55102

June 15, 7:00-9:00 pm
Talk, The Sanctuary Movement and Sanctuary 
Congregations Today: Moral and Legal Considerations
Rabbi Michael Latz and John Medeiros, J.D.
Location information, info@worldwithoutgenocide.org

July 6-7
Talk, The Holocaust and its Legacy Today
The College of St. Scholastica
1200 Kenwood Avenue, Duluth, MN 55811

July 27, 7:00-9:00 pm
Talk, Unraveling a Military Sex Scandal
Major General Robert Shadley
Auditorium, Mitchell Hamline School of Law
875 Summit Avenue, St. Paul, MN 55105

July 1- August 30
Photo Exhibit, Tracks in the Snow- Muslims in Minnesota
Art Gallery, Mitchell Hamline School of Law
875 Summit Avenue, St. Paul, MN 55105

For information about costs, Continuing Legal Education 
credits, and clock hours, visit 
worldwithoutgenocide.org/events-and-programs

April 17-18
Exhibit, Tents of Witness: Genocide and Conflict
Talks, Taking A Stand Against Sexual Violence
Rooms B245 and SC270
Anoka-Ramsey Community College
11200 Mississippi Boulevard Northwest, 
Coon Rapids, MN 55433

April 19, 7:00-9:00 pm
Talk, Standing Up to Human Rights Challenges 
in Minnesota
Commissioner Kevin Lindsey
Minnesota Department of Human Rights 
Edina Community Lutheran Church, 
4113 West 54th Street, Edina, MN 55424

April 26, 7:00-9:00 pm
Talk, Nazi Law During the Holocaust and A Survivor’s Story
Auditorium, Mitchell Hamline School of Law
875 Summit Avenue, St. Paul, MN 55105

April 27, 9:30-10:30 am
Talk, Saudi Arabia in Transition
Boutwells Landing
5600 Norwich Parkway, Oak Park Heights, MN 55082

May 8, 7:00-9:00 pm
Gala, Celebrating International Justice for Women in War
The Woman’s Club of Minneapolis
410 Oak Grove Street, Minneapolis, MN 55403
Annual gala to benefit our programs and advocacy. Speaker 
and honoree is Judge Peggy Kuo, prosecutor, International 
Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia.
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Our mission addresses two areas of genocide prevention: education and advocacy. Without education, those who want 
to get involved are unable to do so. And without clear and meaningful advocacy, sustainable action and change are 
not possible.

Our advocacy initiatives this spring focus on strengthening support for marginalized communities, raising our voices to 
protect human rights, and engaging in ever-wider partnerships to strengthen important policy agendas.

Please join us in any or all of these initiatives.

CEDAW: The UN Convention on the Elimination of Discrimination 
against Women.
The US is one of six countries that has not ratified CEDAW. We have 
been raising grassroots support through a campaign called Cities for 
CEDAW. In Minnesota, the cities of Minneapolis, St. Paul, Edina, and 
Red Wing, the Minnesota State Bar Association, and the 
Minnesota Nurses Association have all passed resolutions 
supporting CEDAW. Information at 
worldwithoutgenocide.org/advocacy/cedaw

Take Action Now.
Our website has regular updates on current agendas at state 
or federal levels that imperil human rights. Issues for which we ask your support NOW are freedom of the press; 
reproductive rights; and the right to protest. The website has background information, phone numbers to call, and 
‘talking points,’ so it’s very easy to reach elected officials with your important message. Every call is important; it is only 
through raising our voices that changes will be made.

Designation of every April as Genocide Awareness and Prevention Month.
The month of April marks many genocides: the genocide of the Armenians, the Holocaust, Cambodia, Bosnia, Rwanda, 
and Darfur. Designate April to raise awareness about past and current genocides, remember those who have been 
affected, and engage in advocacy to prevent future atrocities. See information at worldwithoutgenocide.org/advocacy/
april-as-genocide-awareness-and-prevention-month

Rape Kit Reform
Every two minutes, someone in the US is sexually assaulted. Sexual violence is a public health crisis. Legislation is being 
introduced to mandate the testing of sexual assault kits, the DNA evidence collected from a victim after an attack. Visit 
worldwithoutgenocide.org/advocacy/rape-kit-reform to learn more.

Amidah: Standing Up.
In recent months, there have been thousands of acts of hate and violence throughout the US against blacks, Muslims, 
Jews, immigrants and refugees, people who identify as LGBTQ, and more. Don’t stand by; stand up. See 
worldwithoutgenocide.org/advocacy/amidah-standing-up

Knowledge is not power. Knowledge plus ACTlON equals power.
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Rotary Takes on Climate Change
Rotary is one of the world’s oldest service organizations, with 1,227,217 members in more than 35,000 clubs in 200 
countries and territories.  Ian Riseley, incoming president of Rotary International, has made the case that curbing climate 
change is essential to Rotary’s goal of global service.

Riseley recently said, “Environmental degradation and global climate change are serious threats to everyone.  They are 
having a disproportionate impact on those who are the most vulnerable, those to whom Rotary has the greatest 
responsibility. The time is long past when environmental sustainability can be dismissed as not Rotary’s concern. It is, 
and must be, everyone’s concern.”

President-elect Riseley has challenged every Rotary club in the world to make a difference by planting a tree for each of 
its members between the start of the Rotary year on July 1, 2017 and Earth Day on April 22, 2018.

We ask everyone to join in Rotary’s challenge and to plant a tree. We also invite people to consider membership in 
Rotary, which has a history of 105 years’ commitment to peace and social justice. For more information, visit 
www.rotary.org  Several members of the Board of Directors of World Without Genocide are Rotarians and we are very 
proud to be part of Rotary’s commitment to reducing the impact of climate change. Rotary is also a sponsor of our 
annual Summer Institute for High School and College Students, supporting the development of the next generation of 
human rights leaders – today.

Climate change is real, it is here, and it is deadly. People are dying from famine, drought, and floods as food becomes 
increasingly scarce; they are displaced from their homes by cataclysmic natural disasters; and they are dying from 
diseases spread by climactic conditions.

How to tell the story of climate change without charts, graphs, and statistics?

Enter the relatively new literary genre of ‘cli-fi,’ climate fiction: novels, 
poems, plays, and songs that engage us in apprehending this 
worsening crisis.

A short list of cli-fi literature includes the following:
• Back to the Garden by Clara Hume
• Far North by Marcel Theroux
• Odds Against Tomorrow by Nathaniel Rich 
• Solar by Ian McEwan
• The Healer by Antti Tuomainen
• The Year of the Flood by Margaret Atwood

See worldwithoutgenocide.org/resources/books for more suggestions.

Cli-fi isn’t always speculative, like its cousin sci-fi; sometimes it’s set in the present-day or in the near future. That makes 
it even more frightening. The challenge, whether we read scientific reports or the novels, is to figure out and implement 
the best strategies to address climate change right here, right now. The world depends on it.

Cli-Fi: A New Literary Genre
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These words, written by poet T.S. Eliot in a different context, are tragically appropriate.  The month of April is officially 
designated as Genocide Awareness and Prevention Month in the states of Minnesota, Florida, Ohio, New Hampshire, Texas, and 
California, and in many cities, faith communities, schools, and organizations throughout the country.

Why April?

Many genocides have their official memorializations in April, a tragic coincidence of the calendar. The commemoration dates, 
the years of conflict, and the enormous numbers of those who lost their lives appear below.

We invite everyone to pause on the dates that are listed and to think of those who perished, those who survived, those who 
were rescued, and those who were the rescuers, and perhaps to light a candle in their memories and in their honor. We are 
obligated to remember – zachor, the Hebrew word, and more than remembering, we are challenged to prevent further 
atrocities, to protect those who are in danger, and to support the prosecutions of those who perpetrate violence against 
innocent people based solely on race, religion, ethnicity, or national origin.

April is the Cruelest Month

A Century of Genocide
Lives Lost
1,500,000

11,000,000
2,000,000

200,000
800,000
400,000

Conflict Dates
1915-1923
1933-1945
1975-1979
1992-1996

1994
2003-today

Commemoration
April 24
April 24
April 17
April 5
April 7
April 3

Armenians
Holocaust
Cambodia
Bosnia
Rwanda
Darfur


